REPORT ON THE TRAINING NEEDS ASSESSMENT AMONG DISPLACED GIRLS IN LIRA MUNICIPALITY
 “The spread of HIV/AIDS is rapid in camps because of derailed morals amongst the young people who yield to temptations so as to get money for food and other material things; if we were in our homes, this would not have been the case.” Ms Anim Zaitun – Lango Quoran IDP Camp
Introduction:

On the 11th November 2005, Platform for Labour Action conducted a training needs assessment among 55 displaced girls in Lira Municipality. The main objective of this exercise was to identify knowledge gaps on the problem of HIV/AIDS in internally displaced person’s camps which information is to inform PLA’s formulation of the training contents. 

The 55 selected beneficiaries aged between 12 – 18 years hailed from Cultural Center, Erute camp, Lira Primary school, PCU, Lira Sub County, PAG, Railways, Starch Factory, Ireda, Corner Dakatal, All Nations and Ambalal camps. 
Findings 

Majority of girls were aware of the existence of this pandemic and were quite knowledgeable about the various ways in which it is spread.  However, they were of the view that the following topics be discussed during the trainings so that their knowledge levels are heightened for the proper and effective rely of HIV/AIDS prevention and impact mitigation information to other peers within and outside the camps.
The major gaps raised by the girls included the following:

1. Measures to prevent HIV/AIDS spread

2. Abstinence as a major strategy in HIV/AIDS prevention

3. Care and treatment of persons living with HIV/AIDS

4. Counseling support

5. Peer education

6. Voluntary counseling and testing 

7. The history of HIV/AIDS 

8. Use of Anti Retroviral Drugs

“The biggest problem faced in the camps is that of stigmatization; there is also no food and beddings.”

“ We have people living with HIV/AIDs in the camps and we fear them; teaching us how to take care of them will fight stigma.”
“We should be empowered to take responsibilities for our lives by going for HIV/AIDS counseling and testing before marriage.”

Previous Trainings on HIV/AIDS

The girls revealed that a number of Non Governmental Organizations (Christian Children’s Fund, Alice Labol Foundation and Action Aid in Uganda) have been creating awareness on the problem of HIV/AIDS among displaced person but their interventions have not been targeting young girls. As put by one displaced girl:

 ‘These organizations do not target young girls like us yet we are more at risk; we are therefore very grateful to Platform for Labour action for this timely intervention.’
Meeting with Camp Leaders

The leaders stressed that the problems faced by young girls in the camps are further aggravated by the lack of consideration on the part of district officials and Non Governmental actors. This was because Lira District has stopped providing food aid to person in the camps as a way of forcing them back to their homes which they say are still insecure. 

“People are not willing to go back because rebels are still there; more so, there is no work in the villages because all our belongings were destroyed but here, we can get something to do.”
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Some of the displaced girls after the Training Needs Assessment conducted by PLA in the camps
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Cultural Center IDP Camp – the 2nd Largest in Lira Municipality 
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Agnes and Ketty (above) are some of the displaced girls engaged in informal sector work being assisted by PLA with support from Global Giving
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